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Lights! Camera! Action!

You're invited on set in this week’s Kid-
zone! We check out Trop Jr, an amaz-
ing short film competition for kids. Go
behind the scenes with the Kidzone gang
as they make their own movie

in this week's awesome

comic. You can't watch

a movie without pop-

corn, right? Don’t miss

Cheffy’s yummy popcorn

recipe. Oliver shows you

how to make your own

director’'s megaphone

and we've got Wacky

Facts, Would You

Rather and colour-

ing comp! Happy

reuding!
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Trop Jris the world's
largest short film festival
— for kids by kids!

The competition is open to young Aussies aged
15 and under and is part of Tropfest, one of the
world’s most famous short film festivals.

Whether you love filming, acting, editing or writ-
ing stories, Trop Jr is an awesome opportunity to
make a short film and share it with a huge
audience. Finalists get to see their films
screened at a major event at
the end of the year.

Films must be five minutes or
less and must include the Trop Jr
Signature Item. The Trop Jr Sig-
nature Item for 2026 is 'MAP'.

Entries are judged on originality and creativity,
storytelling, use of the Trop Jr Signature Item,
technical achievement and entertainment value.

You don’t need expensive gear to make a great
short film. Entries can be filmed on a smart-
phone, tablet or any basic camera you have
access to. Professional equipment is not
required. Trop Jr is all about creativity and sto-
rytelling, not big budgets and fancy equipment.
Entrants are encouraged to be bold, be original
and to have fun!

Entries can be submitted between Wednes-
day 12 August and Friday 18 September.
A shortlist of finalists will be announced on
Wednesday 21 October and the festival screen-
ing will happen sometime in November.

For more info visit WWw tropfest.com/tropjr

Get filming!
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JUNE
Amika Mercy (5),
Zara LeVene (13)
James Bright (7),
Joel Whelan (12)

Emily Bahls-Kildea (12),
Callum Mayle (11),
Georgia Fedoric (8)

Irene Lee (10),
Maeve Bennett (7)
=y 24 )
Ryan Mclntee (13),
Eve Hocking (9),
@ Marli Jackson (10)

Ollie Torrens (7),
Amaalu Abucha (7)

N 26 )
Sarah Rodricks (13)

... Birth Date .............

(signature) from your parent to have it printed.

send it to: Cousin Koala™, 95-99 Railway Rd, Blackburn 3130
Include a letter in your own handwriting and permission

= you are a
i ged between five and 14 and would lik
birthday/letter printed in Kidzone, fill in the couplofl {::ir
or head to https://www.kidzonemag.com.au/cktreehouse.

Full Name
Age NOW ....occveenneerssrasssnenssnssnns
Parent’s si;
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1really love your magazines. I really like the competi-
tions and seeing who wins.1am eightyears old and 1 live
in Tasmania. | have a sister Georgie whois six.1have a
cat called Lolly. 1 iike playing games with my sister, swim-
ming and drawing/craft. lalso love womhbats and have
held a wombat at the zoo and | have sent you a photo
of this. We have eight girls in our family including four
chooks ant one hoy. My favourite subject at school is
drama because we play games and dress up. My favour-
jte movie is Time Toys. What's your favourite movie ?
Adelaide
Hi theve Adelaide!
You hawe such a cool nawme!
Seeing all the Pawulous avtwork from the colouving
competition always brings we so wuch joy. I'm glad
you love seeing thew tool
Do you hawve o favourite swiwm stvoke? | fnd back-
stvoke the easiest but | 9o much Baster in Breestyle.
' Aabraid | hawven't got the photo of you with o wowm-
Yot but | awm suve it was supev cute!
Dvawmat is fuu! You get o pretend fo be someome ov
something else! | vecently played o platypus n o play
avout Noal's Avk. The will was & litHe itchy but it
was supev fun!
My favourite wmovie wsed to be Back to the out-

pack. | skl veally ke it out | think wmy wew favour-
ire is eithev Hoppevs ov Zootopia (one and two). Time
Toys looks pretty cool — | just warched the tvailev.
Thauk you for the vecommendation!

Please say hi to Geovgia, Lolly ama the chooks £ov

Lw\e! Beav hugs, CK
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HOW 1S YOUR DAY
COING? | HOPE IT IS
COING WELL AND DO
YOU WANT TO CHAT
NOW?

— PEARL

THIS IS
MY FAVOURITE
MOVIE EVER!

~
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On o movie set, the
director is the boss.
They are in charge of
it all — they tell actors
how to deliver their
lines and what to do in
a scene. Directors tell
the film crew what
they want and need
to help tell the story
the way they want

to. They have a lot of
responsibility and a lot
of power on a film set.

Have you ever been
in a situation where
you have got to be in
charge? Whenever
we're in a privileged
position like that, it's
important that we
choose our words
carefully. Whoever
we're talking to,
let's always be kind.,
fair, patient and
encouraging. "Lord, help
me control my tongue.
Help me be careful
about what I say”
(Psalm 141, verse 3).

22/5/2026 11:11am
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One of the world’s first film
studios — the Limelight Department
_ started in Melbourne in 1891 and
was run by The Salvation Army.

. The firg
cinemas openeq
n the early 19005,

When films were first
made with sound, they

i .
were known as ‘galkies’s

Movies cost a lot of money to make.
Star Wars: The Force Awakens holds the

record for most expensive movie. ¢Y¢r
made. It had a budget of $536 million.

Some jobs on a movie set have funn 4 i

y names. A ‘foley artist’
: c::ec,:t.es .sound. effects, the ‘gaffer’ is in charge of lighti:y:g, a
grip’ is in charge of building, moving and setting up camera
equipment, and the ‘best boy’ is the assistant to the gaffer.

‘Genre’ is the word for a type of movie. There are

action movies (exciting), comedies (funny), documentaries
(about real people and real events), dramas (serious), horror
(scary), romantic (love stories) and science fiction (set in
the future or in outer space). Can you think of more?

The longest film ever made
is a Swedish documentary
called Logistics. It is 857 hours 5
long. That’s more than 35 days!

Wh
enever you see rain in movies
9

il om a Sp! lllkle:- !‘eal rain doesl‘t l‘ow up ver y Wel

. Watet wW l y a settll‘g ll.s:l.!lg‘

it’s usually water

22/5/2026 11:12am ‘ ‘
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Did you know The
salvation Army has its
own film department?

In fact, the Salvos started one of the
world’s first film studios all the way
back in 1891! Wow! It was called the
Limelight Department, and you can
still see some of its equipment in the
Salvation Army museum in Melbourne.
These days the media production
team, known as Salvos Studios, makes
short films and videos to be used in
Salvation Army churches, programs
and online. This is an amazing way

to get the message out about the
awesome work the Salvos do in the
community and to share the inspiring
stories about how God has changed
people’s lives. “Go into all the
world and proclaim the gospel”
(Mark chapter 16, verse 159.

Scan the @R code to =
watch the latest video ¥
from Salvos Studios about ik
a church LEGO program!
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