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We've got tales to tell and
messages to send in this
week’s Kidzone.

We check out Tales From Oufter
Suburbia, a new series on
ABC Family and iview.
Traveller and her nan

have the ‘write' idea

in this week's awesome
story. Cheffy’s making puff
pastry envelopes and Oliver
has a cool two-in-one letter
template to try. Who

will you write to?

Don't miss Bookworm
where we're giving

away some super-fun
colouring books. Plus
there’s the colouring

comp and puziles galore!

Happy reading!
? \
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¥ The water buffalo is a powerful animal native to
India and southeast Asia. They are the largest members
of the Bovini family which also includes yak, bison,
African buffalo and other species of wild cattle.

& Domesticated water buffalo can be found around

the world in including Africa, Europe, Australia and
North and South America.

& Wild water buffalo can be found in parts of Asia but their
numbers are very low and are considered endangered.

& Males have enormous, curving, crescent-shaped
horns that can be 150cm long. The horns have deep
ridges on their surface.

& Females are much smaller in size than males. They
also have horns but these are also smaller.

& Water buffalo spend most of the day submerged in

muddy waters in tropical and subtropical forest habitats.

¥ They have wide-splayed hoofed feet that keep them
from sinking too deeply in the mud and allow them to
walk in swamps and wetlands.

& Water buffalo will graze on aquatic plants in
marshes, but they prefer to graze in grasslands on
grass and herbs.
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By Faye Michelson

Traveller opened the front
door and slipped her back-
pack off her shoulders.
“Nan! I’'m here!”

“I’m in the kitchen, darling!”

Her grandmother was sitting at the
bench, busily writing. A shoe box
full of papers and photographs was
next to her.

“What are you doing?” Traveller
asked.

“I’m writing a letter to my
friend Marita,” Nan replied. “I
received a lovely letter from her
yesterday, so I’m writing one
back to her. | was so glad to
hear from her! We’ve been writ-
ing to each other for 40 years
since we met on a trip study-
ing the Amazon River in Bra-
zil. Here’s a photo of us taken
then - it’s my favourite picture
of us!”

Traveller looked closely at

the faded photograph of two
young women laughing. In the
photo Nan had long red hair
and looked just like Traveller’s
mum.
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Nan smiled. “We had such a great
time and became such good
friends that we decided to write
to each other after | came back to
Australia and Marita went home to
Brazil.”

“Why write? Why didn’t you just
phone or video call her?” asked
Traveller.

Nan laughed. “Forty years ago we
couldn’t! There were no smart-
phones then. We sometimes phone
now, but the reception where she
lives in the mountains is not very
good. Over the years we’ve written
hundreds of letters to each other -
I’ve kept them all in this box.”

Traveller looked at the shoe box
filled with folded sheets of paper
and photos. “What do you write
about?”

“All sorts of things,” Nan
smiled. “She’s a research
scientist too, so we write
about our work. We send post-
cards to each other when we
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travel and, of course, best of all
we tell each other about our fami-
lies. In fact, in her last letter, she
wrote about the awesome trip she
and her granddaughter went on
together to study insects in the
Amazon rainforest.”
“That’s so cool!” Traveller said.
“How old is her granddaughter?”
“Emilia is about your age,” Nan
replied, looking through the shoe
box. “Marita sent me a photo of her
last year. Now, where is it ... ah,
hereitis!”
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She handed Traveller a photo of a
girl with a big smile and long curly
black hair sitting on a riverbank.

“Maybe you and Emilia could be
pen pals, like Marita and | am,” Nan
suggested.
“Pen pals?”
“Becoming friends through let-
ters and photos,” Nan explained.
“You can be friends, even though
you might only meet each other
in person once or twice in your
whole life. Or you may never meet! |
haven’t seen Marita for many, many
years, but | look forward to her let-
ters so much. And she loves
getting letters from me, too.”

Traveller nodded. “Do you
think Emilia would like to get
a letter from me?”

Nan handed Traveller a
sheet of paper and pen.
“Let’s find out!”

Keeping in touch with friends

and family js Super-important.

Phone calls and vij

are great ways to o?: ?h(i:: fts

and so is writing a letter! It's

an awesone way to share
your news with Someone (yoy
could put in 5 photo as well!)
and let them know how muc.h
they mean to you. Write 3 |et-
zzn;nt; zt;meone special today,

iver" ,

oh pace & ;:’r S cool template
"I thank Gog every time |

remember yoy " (Philippi
) [JIET
chapter one, verse threg’). :
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r Hello CK,
My name is Ariella and I love your
mags!! | really like the comics, too
What s your favourite lollie? Mine is a
musk stick.
From Ariella
Hey Aviella,
Thank you! You've so kina!
I ke Chomps amd ved £rogs. Speav-
wmint leaves ave cool too, but they
Aon't taste like veal leaves! Ha ha!
@ Do you like Aibfevent colour musk @
sticks ov just the pink ones? | like the
pink ones the most.
Beav hugs! - Ck -

—

G Aoy Mayalh,

. s
Vou awe vevy cveative! lsw't it cool to

. wm? D w ol Lou ‘\"}‘\GU‘

i R Giday O 1 e T years old. 1 ope &
toke you lowg Fo cleam your fin- Goy 1Y o Ollie ond L am Y20 The Young
gevs" i g\a\o\ you had 5o e Hi, ™Y o P the way what wos \u“v s L the ‘m‘:)‘ndog ~

‘ : e starnp. PY S TR piethday OR R
HRCERG i Nz GO Fo the the StOF K 7 Can you PUb my ol % : r hugs Ollies

= 2 [ diar likel IS et ‘:\“w gs
movies aF the cinewas, ¥oo, oA S0 [dier It | 71Bod
hope you got to see Bad Guys 2. ‘
J -~

Wyite again soow! - CK G'Aay to you Ollie, I

I veally, veally like the veally cool wax |
seal you put ou the back of your ewvelope.  —
What an awesome Aesign of leaves ama flowers!

| think s the fivst letter with & wax seal l've
ever veceived. The Young Soldier magazine was
The Salvation Avmy kids’ magazine betfove Kid-
zone stawvted 26 years ago. It was wmove like o news-
paper and was & biggey size thawm our mags. And
it wasw't i colour like Kidzone - i+ wats printed in
Black amd white, with just one colour used for a
special ebPect. How Aibbevent is that? I've added
your nawme ou the bivthAay list. Keep am eye out
Pov your wawme in Febvuary! Beav hugs! - CK

(near Cousin Hello theve Rosalie!
Koala, Your wawme is wow ow wy list!
Canyoupretty Your bivthday has o lot of
pleaseputmy <9Wts in it ama you turn
name on the eight next year! That is
birthdaylisty ~ * e speciall | hope you
Thank you so have o Lavulons §th Yivih-
much Aay and look Lovwara to

FromRosalie SS9 Your name in the
| \. mag! Beav hugs! - ck
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Dear CK,

1 collect most of your mags and enter some
colouring comps. I would love to be in the
mag this week! My family and I are travel-
ling around Australia. We are from Perth
and settling in Queensland. I have been to
Canberra, Tasmania, and many more places!
1 don't do the craft or cooking pages in the
mags (because 1 either don't have the mate-
rials or we don't have enough space ).

I am 11 and my bday is 11 June! My fave
food is sushi and my fave colour is pink.

I have messaged my friends about your awe-
some mags and ask them to get it! I also do
homeschooling and I live in a caravan. Right
now I am in Newcastle put maybe we will be
somewhere else when you get this message.
1 like watching Veggie Tales, Torchlighters
and Bluey and also Looney Tunes. Have you
seen them before? My sister Hope says hi to
you and everyone.

Thanks for the mags and please respond
soon! (Sorry maybe next time I will send
you a pic 1)

BYE! FROM ESTHER!!

®

G'Aay Esthev!

My Pavouvite colour is
Also like blue and pink.
pink ov hot pink wove’?

| wowld like +o tvy sushi. What kind of
sushi Ao you vecommend?

Please Aon't apologise — | loved veading
your emaill It hais s wmuch nformation.
That makes it an awesome lettev!

How cool that you ave trawvelling so much!
Hawve you seen any amazing animals on
your way avound Australia? We ave lucky
to have some supev cool cveatuves is Aus.
Crolt and cooking would ve tricky &
cavavam. | undevstamad! We ke to includre
a vaviety of content to suit all our vead-
evs. What ave your favouvite pages?
veggie Tales is so Punny! | have heavd
theve ave plans For a wew LavvyBoy wmovie
i 2026. | hawe voth paws cvossed that
this is true!

Please say a big 9'Aay to Hope Lor me!

gu\m\eo\{l gveemn. |
Do YOU\ “\46 PO\\C

keep swiling, CK

—7 HicK,

i Hey Bl
My name is Blake and 1am 5, g

lettevs that begiuning 2026 |

six years old. I like your
magazines. Can you please
put my name on the birth-
day list? I'm turning seven
on 14 Octoher.

Q. “n Blake

By wmy calculations you must
be seven wow! Gosh! I'm sovvy
it's taken a litHe while to
vespoud - | am getting so mamy
lettevs these Adays! Do you
wamt to know some exciting

- .
vews? | am getting so mamy

will have o pevimament double
pagel So please write  agarin!
Did you have a good 7+h
birthday? Did you have any
cake? | love mudcake. What's
your favouvite flavour cake?
Beaw hugs! - Ck

4
YOV’
| ‘ cKl IN |.UURC$<I LHAVE
ks ! IT'HE LETTER
| I SaNYou C' TYPED ON
| VPE ME THIS PIECE
g OF PAPER
in | g ALREADY.
. >
v ©)
2A ©)
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Klara and her little brother Pim move to the sub-
urbs with their mum Lucy. While they’re all strug-
gling to settle into their new lives, they also face

bizarre encounters, exciting adventures and won-
drous experiences.

It’s hard enough being a kid trying to make friends,
missing your dad, exploring a new home, navigat-
ing your relationship with your mum, and striving
to express yourself as an artist.

But Klara also struggles to make sense of her
intriguing new neighbours, including two very
different cat-like girls, and a third girl who seems
to spend all her time sleeping in the strange, dark
house across the road. The girl’s story is a mystery,
and Klara longs to get to the bottom of it.

Meanwhile, Pim encounters a wise but mysterious
water buffalo, helps a lost deep-sea diver, brings a
chaotic junk dinosaur to life, befriends a tiny leaf
man, catches a moonfish from the sky, and finds a
dugong stranded on the front lawn.

As they navigate these enchanting and disorient-
ing adventures, the kids must learn to support
each other as a family, embrace a new chapter
in their lives, and discover where they belong in
this amazing, ever-changing world.

‘ ‘ kz_27DECEMBER25_p8-.indd 2 @

Pim
is spirited,
_courageous qnd
bnmming with energy.
He sees everything in life
ds a game. Pim’s sense of
un and boundless jmq i-
hation helps hijs family
to find joy despite the
challenges they are
going through.
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Grandmgq qn d

ndpa are two very

. Gra
dlfferen

ge expediti
ddball wit,

cc:(‘:yfu\ and imagind
P tive.
Klara

desperately
wants to be an
artist, but she is self-
conscious about her

work. She finds solace in
her art and in the bond

she shares with her
brother Pim.

Fveryone’s gOt a tafe to tef[ You might have a story about something
funny that happened at school. Or maybe it's a sad story about the time your
goldfish died. You might even have a story about a time something a bit weird or
strange happened.

The people who wrote the poems, songs, stories and letters that make up the Bible

.~

things he did” (Psalm 78, verse four=).
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had amazing stories to tell - all about how much God loves you and me. Now
that's a tale worth telling! “And we will not forget
story to the last generation. We will all praise the Lord and tell about the amazing

it. Our people will be telling this
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Kawaii Koala Beach
Babes & Candy
Pop — illustrated
by Michi Mochi

What it's about:
Iconic Australian animals
meet adorable Japa-
nese-style illustrations in
this fun colouring book for
all ages. Join Kawaii Koala
and friends as they head to
the beach in this adorable
colouring book for all ages!

What we love: The Kawaii Koala series
combines Michi Mochi’s unique Japanese-style
illustrations with iconic (and adorable) Aussie
animals. In each book, there is 40 unique illustra-
tions on single pages to prevent bleed-through

when colouring.
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Hey
Crafty Crew,

With all this talk about the
letters, CK wants you to be a
part of the action!

On the next page is a letter
and envelope all in one so

now it's super easy for you to
write CK a letter or to write a
friendly note to put a smile on
someone’s face — they'll be
rapt to know you're thinking
of them!

Just cut out the template on
the next page around the
dotted line, then fold and glue
where it's shown.

When you're done just put a
stamp on it and post it!
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DEA/:,BER Thalia Watkins (14),

Alexis Carr (13), Kat!'\ryn C?’f (13),
Frankie Barnes (7) Oliver Phillips-

Wright (10)

Anastasia Eleanor Mackenzie (8),
Balaganskaya, George Sweeney (11),

Lucas Blunt Neikodah Bell (11) Millie Hulme (14)
von EED) _@ K
Lennox Riseley (11) Schyler Francisco, Violet Dylan (4)
Sofia Sandoval Acuna (8) @& 25—
Ava Charis Wassmann (8), Alexander Butcher (13),
Ahana Chand (11), Adrianus White (3) Nathan Mattschoss-
Noah Leigh (8) Preiss (11)
Mason Powell (10),
Chase Pahl @) Dimitrios Rattas (10) Hugo Pegg (13),
Michelle Liu (12), Declan Sweeney (10),
Jaxon Hastings (8) Dominic Blunt, Sophia Lorenser (14)
Ethan Horton (10), Y 26
JANUARY Risara Lekamge (11) Elijah Bullock (11)
Diesel Riseley (13), Thomas Sweeney (6) Rachel Ngwa (10)
® Kemmy Nguyen (12), — & ®
Polly Mather @8), Evie McKay (13), Penelope Cotton (7),
Ayana Bhatia (10) Ginger-Lillie (14), Toby Clark (7),
Ezrah Talisau (3) Harmony Fuller (14)
Roxanne Stapleton- — €@ T BEED
Keller Mirabella Thomas (14), Jasmine Scherer (13),
Lucas (10), Olivia Laino (14),
Pippa Loberto (13), Eva Dekker (12), Toby Clark (7)
Oscar Lecciones (6) Eden Russell (9) Sl
Beatrice Young (9)
Antonio Antoniou (9), Amber Muir (14),
Jana Maxwell (11) Jasmine Winfield (13), FE Uof\RY
— @

Benedict Leang (14),
Audrey Goldring (8),
Eilo Ebsary (13)

Full Name Timothy Vincent (14),
. Jonathon Whelan (7)
Age Now Birth Date /. /.
Parent’s sig H
Zelda Hopkins (10)
B If you are aged between five and 14 and would like your
birthday printed in Kidzone, fill in the coupon and send it to:
Cousin Koala™, 95-99 Railway Rd, Blackburn 3130 H I M 3
or head to https://www.kid! g.com.au/cktreeh ar ey u rl’ﬂy (1 )1
R MR vl Bethany Carter (13)
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Do you like writing letters?
| do, and | also love going to my
letterbox to find 2 letter addressed
to me! People have been writing and
receiving mail for thousands of years.
They even wrote letters when Jesus
was on Earth! The New Testament

of the Bible (the half at the back)

has letters written almost 2,000
years ago by followers of Jesus to
encourage and teach others who
wanted to live their lives for God.
Someone who wrote a lot of these
was called Paul. His letters are now
books of the Bible called Romans,
Galatians, Philippians. Thessalonians,
Corinthians and Philemon. In his letter
to the people who followed Jesus in 2
town called Philippi; Paul started by
writing, «| thank God every time

| remember you. And | always pray

for all of you with jou,” (Philippians
chapter one, verses three to four).
How encouraging is that, and how cool
to think we can read his letters today
in the Bible!
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