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This week Kidzone
chats to super-star 
author Aaron 
Blabey about his 
brand-new 
book series, 
Game of Pets. 
Play Would You 
Rather and make 
Cheffy’s axolotl Oreos. Check out 
BitBoy’s cool new pet in this week’s 
awesome comic and make an axolotl 
puppet with Oliver. Plus, don’t miss 
this week’s awesome colouring comp, 
collector card and puzzles galore. 
Happy reading!
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G’day Maggie,
I’m so glad you love our Kidzone mags because 
we love putting them together each week for 
our awesome readers! I really like the pic-
ture you drew and the stickers you put on 
the pic are very cool. I also really like the 
Bible verses you wrote on your drawing, especially 
the verse from Matthew chapter 19. With God, all things 
are possible, aren’t they? 
I’ve put you on the birthday list, so keep an eye out for 
your name in our November mags! Thanks for all the 
emojis at the end of your email, too. They’re cute!
Bear hugs, CK

G’day Luke,

I’m so glad you found our mag and I’m 

super-glad that you sent me a letter. 

Thanks for your encouraging words, 

too. The Kidzone team works really 

hard to make the magazines as awe-

some as we can. I hope 

you can pick up more 

of our mags – we pub-

lish them every week! 

Write again soon,

Bear hugs, CK

Hello Cousin Koala. 

My name is Maggie and I love Kidzone mags. 

I hope you like my picture I drew. My birthday is on 

November 14th. Can you put me on the birthday list? 

Bye.Bye.

Hello CK! 

I am Luke and this is my 

fi rst time sending a let-

ter. I found out about 

Kidzone after getting 

a Kidzone magazine at 

Salvos. This was vol-

ume 137 #30. I never 

thought I'd fi nd some-

thing like this but I have 

now! Keep up the great 

and wonderful work!

From Luke
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Hey Cousin Koala,
My name is Sophia. I have a few questions for you.
1. How old are you? When is your birthday?
2. Can you please tell us Kidzoners all the names of the people at Kidzone and all your friends and family in the next issue?
3. Do you like my drawing? It is of all the people in the issue for 15 August.4. Can I please have my name in the Kidzone b’day list? My b’day is on 4/3/2015.5. Who is your best friend? Mine is God.
Until next time, Sophia

G’day Sophia,
How great to hear from you! And thank you for sending in your cool drawings of Oliver, Samuel, BitBoy and me. You’re an excellent drawer! Now to answer your questions! My birthday is on 26 January and I’m one year older than I was last year. You can get to know all the Kidzone team, friends and family by looking at our awesome collector cards on page 15 of the mag each week. Have you started your collection? Your name has been added to the list, so make sure you look out for your name next March. And, fi nally, who is my best friend? God is, of course, but all the Kidzone gang are my best friends, too! I really enjoy playing videogames with BitBoy - he has the BEST game suggestions, I like to sit and chat with Sam and I like to talk art with Oliver and show him all the fab drawings Kidzoners send in. 

Write again soon! Bear hugs, CK

 he has the BEST game suggestions, I like to sit and chat with Sam and I like to talk art with Oliver and show him all 

RoD

I TOLD

YOU GETTING

A TRAMPOLINE

WASN‛T A
GOOD IDEA.
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G’day Maggie,
I’m so glad you love our Kidzone mags because 
we love putting them together each week for 
our awesome readers! I really like the pic-
ture you drew and the stickers you put on 
the pic are very cool. I also really like the 
Bible verses you wrote on your drawing, especially 
the verse from Matthew chapter 19. With God, all things 
are possible, aren’t they? 
I’ve put you on the birthday list, so keep an eye out for 
your name in our November mags! Thanks for all the 
emojis at the end of your email, too. They’re cute!
Bear hugs, CK

G’day Luke,

I’m so glad you found our mag and I’m 

super-glad that you sent me a letter. 

Thanks for your encouraging words, 

too. The Kidzone team works really 

hard to make the magazines as awe-

some as we can. I hope 

you can pick up more 

of our mags – we pub-

lish them every week! 

Write again soon,

Bear hugs, CK

Until next time, SophiaUntil next time, Sophia

Kz_26SEPTEMBER26_p6-7.indd   3Kz_26SEPTEMBER26_p6-7.indd   3 11/9/2026   10:29 am11/9/2026   10:29 am



Kidzone: Game of Pets introduces 

readers to some unforgettable 

characters like Griff, Carol and Bob. 

How do you create such funny and 

interesting characters? Do you ever 

meet people in real-life who later 

inspire a character?

Aaron Blabey: Yeah, for sure. 
It makes me quite dangerous to 
know. There’s always a chance 
you’ll end up in a book …
It’s hard to say where it comes 
from. It’s kind of like a movie 
playing in my head and I just 
try to write it down while it’s 
happening. The characters just 
turn up and start talking to 
each other.

KZ: Brave hero Griff experiences some 

pretty strong feelings of worry and 

anxiety. Lots of kids and adults can 

relate to these feelings. Are there any 

situations that make you nervous? How 

do you deal with ‘tricky’ feelings like 

these?

AB: I’m not crazy about being 
the centre of att ention. That 
makes me prett y nervous. 

I just pretend I’m more social 
than I actually am and hope for 
the best.
KZ: Tell us about the pets in your own 

life.

AB: I grew up with pugs and 
sausage dogs, oddly enough. 
These days I live with a 
ragdoll cat named Maude and 
a Pomeranian puppy called 

Dorothy. They don’t get along. 
They’re both prett y great 
though. 
KZ: Is there a pet you’ve always wanted, 
but never had?

AB: No, they [Maude 
and Dorothy] are 
more than enough. I 
don’t think adding a 
piranha would help 
matt ers at all. 
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Game of Pets: Game of Pets: 
The Boy Who The Boy Who 
Knew Too Much Knew Too Much ——
written & illustrated by 
Aaron Blabey

What it’s about: 
Prepare to have your 

mind blown and your cats 
and dogs under heavy 
suspicion. It’s time 
to buckle up for an 
insane, laugh-out-
loud new series, 260 
million years in the making. 

OK, here’s the situation: Thanks to a 
diabolical intergalactic game show, we 
are all cooked.

Luckily, Griff, an 11-year-old kid with 
a very long list of allergies, just got 
told by a talking axolotl named Bob 
that Griff is the only one who can save 
us. I mean, that’s kind of good news, 
right?

Trouble is, Bob’s prophecy comes with 
a warning: “Watch your back, man . . . 
your PETS are not what they seem!”

What we love: Mega-bestselling 
author Aaron Blabey, creator of 

The Bad Guys, is back with this brand-
new, diabolically funny, seven-book 
series where your pets are not what they 
seem. Readers will relate to brave but 
reluctant hero Griff and wish they had a 
talking axolotl for a pet, too!   

For Kidzoners 8 and up.

Dorothy. They don’t get along. 
They’re both prett y great 
though. 
KZ: Is there a pet you’ve always wanted, 
but never had?

AB: No, they [Maude 
and Dorothy] are 
more than enough. I 
don’t think adding a 
piranha would help 
matt ers at all. 
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Griff must fi nd courage to face his 

anxieties as he’s thrown into a 

crazy adventure that he didn’t really 

ask to be a part of! With his new 

axolotl friend by his side, can Griff 

save the day … and the planet?

Life can be surprising and 

sometimes we have to do things 

that make us nervous or a bit 

scared. God promises to be 

with us every step of the way. 

Whether we’re trying to save 

the planet like Griff (!) or make 

new friends at a new school or 

an after-school activity, I’m so 

glad to know God is always with 

us. “Strength! Courage! Don’t 

be timid; don’t get discouraged. 

God, your God, is with you every 

step you take,” (Joshua chapter 

one, verse ninex).

KZ: If your pet could talk to you, what do 
you think it would say?

AB: “Just kibble? I clearly 
ordered caviar and strudel. Can 
I speak to the manager, please?”
KZ: It’s exciting to know there’ll be more 
instalments of the Game of Pets series 
… especially with such a cliffhanger 
ending in book 1! What can readers 
expect from the rest of the series?
AB: A lot of madness and many 
more cliffhangers. 
And maybe even 
a few clues about 
saving the planet.

KZ: What’s the best part of being a super-

duper popular and much-loved kids author?

AB: My fl eet of jet skis. I have 
a special licence to ride them 
on highways and there’s nothing 
anyone can do to stop me. (That’s 
a lie! I don’t own even one jet ski 
and I apologise for misleading you!)

It’s a prett y great job. I’d 
recommend it. I get to make up 
stuff for a living. 

What’s not to l
ike?

What’s not to l
ike?
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What’s not to l
ike?

What’s not to l
ike?

Kz_26SEPTEMBER26_p8-11.indd   5Kz_26SEPTEMBER26_p8-11.indd   5 10/9/2026   10:12 pm10/9/2026   10:12 pm



pink Oreos, pink or red 
sour strap lollies, brown 
mini M&Ms, black liquorice, 
small amount of melted 
chocolate or icing (to attach 
decorations)

1  Carefully separate the Oreo biscuit.
2  Make 6 gills from the sour straps by 

cutting pieces around 1 to 1.5cm long and 
1cm wide. Round off  one end.
3  Gently place the gills onto the iced half of 

an Oreo, putting 3 on each side.
4  Add a small amount of melted chocolate 

or icing onto the plain half of the Oreo and 
reattach it on top of the gills.

5  Add small amounts of 
chocolate or icing to 2 mini 

M&Ms and attach as 
eyes. Do the same 
with a small slither 

of liquorice to give 
your axolotl a cute 
smile!

2

3

3

4

4

5
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1  Cut a piece of pink paper large 

enough to cover one side of the 

paper bag. This is your axolotl’s body. Glue it 

onto the front of the paper bag.

2 Cut an oval about a third the size of the body for 

your axolotl’s head. Glue it onto the body so that the 

top of the head is almost level with the top of the bag.

3 On a piece of pink paper, draw the two gills. 

Th is is easy – it’s like drawing three fi ngers! Make 

them as wide as the head. Cut them out. Use one as 

a template to draw around on a piece of red 

paper. Draw another one, then cut them 

out about 4mm inside the line so 

that when you put them on the pink 

gills you can see a border of the 

pink paper. Glue them onto the 

pink gills. Turn the bag over 

and glue the edge of each gill to 

each side of the axolotl’s face.

4 Cut out four small half-circles 

from pink paper for your 

axolotl’s legs and glue two to 

each side of the body and two 

at the bott om of the body. Cut out 

a long piece from the pink paper 

for the tail and a smaller piece from the 

red paper and glue the red piece to the 

pink tail. Glue the tail to one side 

of the body.

5 Cut an oval of pale pink paper and 

glue it onto the front of the axolotl’s 

body. Cut out litt le triangles for toes 

on the axolotl’s legs.

6 With the black felt-tipped pen, 

draw two eyes and a smiley mouth. 

Now your paper bay axolotl puppet 

is fi nished. CUUUUTE!

What an amazing creature 
an axolotl is! All of God’s 
creations are amazing 
– especially each of us! 

“I thank you, God, for the 
wonderful way that you 

have made me,” (Psalm 139, 
verse 14#).

a paper bag, pink 
a paper bag, pink construction paper, 
construction paper, small pieces of orange 
small pieces of orange paper, piece of pale pink 
paper, piece of pale pink paper, scissors, glue, 
paper, scissors, glue, black felt-tipped pen.
black felt-tipped pen.

1

6

2

3

4

5

5

wonderful way that you 
have made me,” (Psalm 139, 

red paper and glue the red piece to the 
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CK: CK: page 3.  page 3.  
Crack the Code: Crack the Code: The pets are The pets are 
plotting to destroy the world. plotting to destroy the world. 
Grid it: Grid it: a:f5, b:d1, c:b2, d:c1, a:f5, b:d1, c:b2, d:c1, 
e:d6, f:b4. e:d6, f:b4. Shadows: Shadows: B. B. Pages: Pages: 
1-3, 2-15, 3-5, 4-9, 5-4, 6-13. 1-3, 2-15, 3-5, 4-9, 5-4, 6-13.
Spot the diff :      Spot the diff :      

Sam’s Mega Puzzle: Sam’s Mega Puzzle: “Then you “Then you 
will experience God’s peace, will experience God’s peace, 
which exceeds anything we which exceeds anything we 
can understand” can understand”

How much can you remember about what 

you’ve read about God in this week’s Kidzone?

Turn back to page 7 and read through the 

list of Top 10 Bible verses a couple of times. 

Then, see if you can remember the 

missing words from the same verses below 

to solve the crossword. 

Have you ever heard the expression 
Have you ever heard the expression 

‘stepping out of your comfort zone’? 
‘stepping out of your comfort zone’?  It’s It’s 

a way of saying that you’re doing something that’s a bit 
a way of saying that you’re doing something that’s a bit 

hard and that makes you feel nervous. It might be talking 
hard and that makes you feel nervous. It might be talking 

in front of your class, riding a bike for the fi rst time or 
in front of your class, riding a bike for the fi rst time or 

trying to make new friends. Even starting something that 
trying to make new friends. Even starting something that 

we really want to do, like joining a sports club 
we really want to do, like joining a sports club 

or kids church, can give us butterfl ies in 
or kids church, can give us butterfl ies in 

our tummies. That’s because we’re doing 
our tummies. That’s because we’re doing 

something new and we don’t really know 
something new and we don’t really know 

what to expect. Doing things that seem a 
what to expect. Doing things that seem a 

bit hard at fi rst is how we learn and become 
bit hard at fi rst is how we learn and become 

more confi dent. When you step out of your 
more confi dent. When you step out of your 

‘comfort zone’ next, pray to God and ask him 
‘comfort zone’ next, pray to God and ask him 

to help calm the butterfl ies in your tummy! 
to help calm the butterfl ies in your tummy! 
to help calm the butterfl ies in your tummy! 

(Proverbs 16, verse 3x).

Use the first letter of each picture to 

decode the Bible verse below!
example:
= C for carrot

’

’
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